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INTRODUCTION 

Transpower New Zealand Ltd (“Transpower”) is the state-owned enterprise that owns and operates 
the National Grid – the transmission network – that carries electricity around the country. It connects 
power stations owned by generating companies to substations feeding the local networks that distribute 
electricity to homes and businesses, with some intensive electricity users directly connecting to the 
National Grid. The National Grid comprises towers, poles, lines, cables and substations, and stretches 
and connects the length and breadth of the country; with two national control centres (in Hamilton and 
Wellington). The National Grid is supported by a telecommunications network of some 300 
telecommunication sites, which help link together the components that comprise the National Grid.  

Transpower’s role and function is determined by the State Owned Enterprises Act 1986, the company’s 
Statement of Corporate Intent, and the regulatory framework within which it operates. As a State Owned 
Enterprise, Transpower has a very limited statutory role in relation to generation, and no responsibility 
for the local distribution of electricity.  

Transpower’s Statement of Corporate Intent for July 2015 to July 2018, states that: 

Transpower is central to the New Zealand electricity industry, connecting New Zealanders to 
their power system through safe, smart solutions for today and tomorrow. Our principal 
commercial activities are: 

• As grid owner, to reliably and efficiently transport electricity from generators to distributors
and large users; and

• As system operator, to operate a competitive electricity market and deliver a secure power
system.

One of Transpower’s key objectives therefore is to maintain and develop the National Grid. In line with 
this objective, Transpower needs to develop the network to meet increasing demand, and to connect 
new electricity generation, to contribute to New Zealand’s economic and social aspirations. 

ŌPŌTIKI DISTRICT GRID ASSETS 

The core of the National Grid is the 220 kV network in each island and the High Voltage Direct Current 
(‘HVDC’) link between them. The National Grid comprises some 12,000 km of transmission lines and 
167 substations, extending from Kaikohe in the North Island to Tiwai in the South Island. The 220 kV 
lines connect the largest power stations with the main load centres. Provincial centres and smaller 
power stations are connected by transmission lines operating at 220 kV, 110 kV, 66 kV and 50 kV. The 
National Grid is supported by a telecommunications network of some 300 telecommunication sites, 
which help link together the components that make up the National Grid.  

The following National Grid assets are within the Ōpōtiki District: 

• Edgecumbe - Waiotahi B (EDG-WAI-B) 110 kV Single Circuit transmission line on pi
poles;

• Te Kaha – Waiotahi A (TKH-WAI A) 50 kV Single Circuit transmission line on single
poles;

Within Ōpōtiki, the National Grid extends through the Rural, Coastal, Coastal Settlement and Ohiwa 

SUBMISSION BY TRANSPOWER NZ LTD ON THE PROPOSED 
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Harbour Zones of the proposed Ōpōtiki District Plan (the “proposed plan”).  

There are also two substations within the District; being the Waiotahi and Te Kaha substations. 

Refer to Attachment A for a map showing the location of these lines and substations.  

STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 

The National Policy Statement for Electricity Transmission 2008 (“NPSET”) was gazetted on 13 March 
2008. The NPSET confirms the national significance of the National Grid, and establishes national 
policy direction to recognise the benefits of transmission, the effects of the National Grid and the need 
to appropriately manage activities and development close to it. The objective of the NPSET is as follows: 

To recognise the national significance of the electricity transmission network by facilitating the 
operation, maintenance and upgrade of the existing transmission network and the 
establishment of new transmission resources to meet the needs of present and future 
generations, while: 

a. Managing the adverse environmental effects of the network; and
b. Managing the adverse effects of other activities on the network.

The NPSET policies provide for the recognition of the benefits of transmission, as well as the 
environmental effects of transmission, and the management of adverse effects on the transmission 
network. 

Sections 55 and 75 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) require Ōpōtiki District Council (the 
Council) to “give effect” to the objective and policies of the NPSET in its District Plan. This is a strong 
direction and requires the provisions of the District Plan to reflect the direction and intent of the NPSET. 

Policy 1 of the NPSET provides that decision-makers must recognise and provide for the national, 
regional and local benefits of sustainable, secure and efficient electricity transmission. Explicit reference 
is made to the benefits of security of supply, efficient transfer of energy, development and use of new 
electricity generation, and enhanced supply.  

Policies 2 to 9 provide for managing the environmental effects of transmission. Policy 2 is as follows: 

In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must recognise and provide for the 
effective operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of the electricity transmission 
network. 

Policies 3 to 5 contain matters which decision-makers must take into account when considering the 
transmission network, including any constraints, the route site and method selection process, and 
operational requirements.  Policy 6 seeks to reduce the existing adverse effects of transmission 
infrastructure through substantial upgrades where appropriate. Policies 7 and 8 relate to urban and rural 
environments, and identify areas that Transpower should seek to avoid in route selection. Policy 9 
requires any provisions dealing with electrical and magnetic fields to be based on international 
standards.    

Policies 10 and 11 of the NPSET provide the primary guidance to the management of adverse effects 
of other activities on the transmission network. These policies are critical matters for a District Plan to 
address. 

Policy 10 is as follows: 

In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must to the extent reasonably possible 
manage activities to avoid reverse sensitivity effects on the electricity transmission network 
and to ensure that operation, maintenance, upgrading, and development of the electricity 
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transmission network is not compromised. 

Policy 11 is as follows: 

Local authorities must consult with the operator of the national grid, to identify an appropriate 
buffer corridor within which it can be expected that sensitive activities will generally not be 
provided for in plans and/or given resource consent. To assist local authorities to identify these 
corridors, they may request the operator of the national grid to provide local authorities with 
its medium to long-term plans for the alteration or upgrading of each affected section of the 
national grid (so as to facilitate the long-term strategic planning of the grid). 

In brief, these policies seek to avoid sensitive activities in close proximity to electricity transmission lines 
and infrastructure (including substations), manage other activities to avoid reverse sensitivity effects on 
this network and to manage activities to ensure the operation, maintenance, upgrading and 
development of the network is not compromised. 

Section 75(3)(a) of the RMA requires that District Plans must ‘give effect’ to a NPS. Therefore, the NPS 
must be considered in drafting plan provisions that relate to the management of the National Grid within 
a district, and in making decisions on submissions on those provisions (it must also be given effect by 
the Council when deciding whether to grant a resource consent on any proposal affecting the National 
Grid).  

The Resource Management Regulations (Forms, Fees and Procedures) were amended in 2007 to 
require Transpower to be served notice of applications or reviews that may affect the National Grid 
(Clause 10(2)(i)).  This amendment further acknowledges the importance of Transpower's National 
Grid assets in managing subdivision, development and land use in the District. 

Also of relevance is the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity 
Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 (“NESETA”) which came into effect on 14 January 
2010. The NESETA sets out a national framework of permissions and consent requirements for 
activities relating to existing National Grid transmission lines. The NESETA regulates how 
Transpower’s existing lines in the District are developed and maintained, rather than the District 
Plan Rules.  

The NESETA: 

• specifies that electricity transmission activities are permitted, subject to terms and
conditions to ensure that these activities do not have significant adverse effects on the
environment

• specifies the resource consent requirements for electricity transmission activities that
do not meet the terms and conditions for permitted activities.

The NESETA only applies to existing transmission lines existing at 14 January 2010: it does not apply 
to the construction of new transmission lines.  Further, the NESETA does not apply to either substations 
or electricity distribution lines – these are the lines carrying electricity from regional substations to 
electricity users. 

Both the TKH-WAI A line and EDG-WAI B line were commissioned prior to 14 Jan 2010 so are ‘existing 
lines’ in terms of the NESETA. 

Regional Policy Framework  

The Regional Policy Statement for the Bay of Plenty Region (“RPS”) was made operative in October 
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2014. The RPS contains the following relevant provisions: 

2.3.3 Regionally significant energy and infrastructure issues 

1 Reverse sensitivity effects on infrastructure 

Inappropriate subdivision, use and development can result in reverse sensitivity effects on 
existing or planned infrastructure, as well as the maintenance and upgrade of infrastructure 
necessary to support the sustainable growth of the region. … 

3. Improving security of electricity supply

The Bay of Plenty region and the wider New Zealand electricity generation transmission and 
distribution network is at risk from supply disruptions and energy shortages. This can impact 
on communities’ ability to provide for their social, economic, and cultural wellbeing. 

Objective 6 
Provide for the social, economic, cultural and environmental benefits of, and the use and 
development of nationally and regionally significant infrastructure and renewable energy 

Policy EI 3B: 
Protecting nationally and regionally significant infrastructure 

Policy EI 4B: 
Recognising the benefits from nationally and regionally significant infrastructure and the use 
and development of renewable energy 

Objective 7 
Provide for the appropriate management of: 
(a) any adverse environmental effects (including effects on existing lawfully established land 
uses) created by the development and use of infrastructure and associated resources; 
(b) any reverse sensitivity effects on established, consented or designated infrastructure. 

Policy EI 7B: 
Managing the effects of infrastructure development and use 

Method 17: 
Identify and manage potential effects on infrastructure corridors 

Proposed Ōpōtiki District Plan approach 

As highlighted in the above higher level policy documents, a significant resource management issue in 
the district and across New Zealand is inappropriate development, land use and subdivision in close 
proximity to the National Grid which can compromise its operation, maintenance, development and 
upgrade. Given the national significance of the National Grid, inappropriate development is an issue in 
all districts regardless of the specific nature or extent of the National Grid assets.  

In order to manage subdivision and other land uses that have the potential to compromise the operation, 
maintenance, upgrading and development of the National Grid, Transpower proposes that the District 
Plan uses a corridor management approach where a National Grid Yard and National Grid Corridor are 
defined spatially, within which certain activities would be discouraged. The National Grid Corridor is 
intended to allow for the reasonable use of land inside the transmission line corridor, with a number of 
standards and rules imposed to ensure that any subdivision, land use and development that might 
compromise the Grid is either managed or avoided.  

This approach is being rolled out throughout New Zealand as District Plans come up for review. 

Definitions  
In relation to definitions, Transpower supports the provision of definitions specific to the National Grid 
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Yard and Corridor as provided in the proposed plan. However, refinements are sought to reflect the 
existing assets within the district.  

Subdivision  
In relation to subdivision, Transpower supports the proposed provisions within the Subdivision chapter, 
specific to the National Grid.   

Land Use 
The main area of change sought to the proposed plan through this submission is in relation to third 
party activities in proximity of the National Grid. The approach sought by Transpower essentially seeks 
treatment of buildings and structures within the National Grid Yard as a non-complying activity, with 
exemptions provided for fences, network utilities, existing sensitive activity which do not increase the 
height or footprint and non-intensive/uninhabitable farm or horticultural buildings and structures. 
Sensitive activities include residential buildings, hospital and care facilities, and educational facilities, 
with a revised definition proposed though this submission. New sensitive activities or additions to 
existing activities would be a non-complying activity, as would milking and dairy sheds and other 
intensive farm structures, and any structures and buildings which do not meet safe conductor (line) 
clearances.  

Earthworks 
Standards specific to earthworks are also sought as earthworks are activities that can also compromise 
the National Grid, and are a form of development contemplated by the NPSET.   

Sought Rule Framework 
The rule framework has been developed (and applied throughout New Zealand) as Transpower is 
satisfied that there are some activities that are appropriate within the yard due to their nature and small 
scale, and because they will not compromise the operation, maintenance or any upgrade of the network 
itself. Certain structures (such as rural hay barns, pump sheds and implement sheds) are less 
problematic within 10-12m of the line (noting that they will still need to be setback 12m from National 
Grid support structures) on the basis they are unlikely to “build out” a line. The access or use of these 
structures can be restricted without causing animal welfare or business disruption issues, and do not 
introduce intensive infrastructure or heavily frequented workplaces with long durations of exposure to 
risk.  

The provisions proposed by Transpower would allow for paddocks, fencing (as high as deer fences), 
landscaping and small sheds, and larger farm buildings in proximity to conductors not used for intensive 
farming purposes. Grazing, cropping, and car parking activities are not restricted. Conversely, examples 
of development that have severely restricted or blocked Transpower’s ability to effectively access its 
assets include dairy sheds, piggeries, poultry sheds and commercial greenhouses, as well as sensitive 
activities. These activities can cover an extensive area of land, and it may be expensive to disrupt or 
require these activities to be relocated while Transpower carries out work on its transmission assets. 

Objectives and Policies  
In relation to objectives and policies, those provided in the proposed plan are largely supported. 

In Summary 

Given the above statutory and policy framework, it is important that the National Grid’s management is 
appropriately addressed in the proposed plan. A number of the comments made by Transpower on the 
draft plan have been included in the proposed plan and Transpower is supportive of these provisions. 
However, a suite of rules specific to third party activities in proximity of the National Grid are absent 
from the proposed plan and Transpower seeks their inclusion.  

In making this submission, Transpower recognises and understands the importance of working with 
landowners and the Council in developing appropriate plan provisions. On this basis, Transpower would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss these submission points further with Council staff.  

The following comments relate to specific elements of the proposed plan with support or amendment 
to specific provisions or new provisions highlighted. All amendments sought are shown in italics & 
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underline, and deletions shown in strikethrough. 
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General Submission Point 
GENERAL PLAN SUBMISSION POINT  

1. Submission Point

Plan Overall 
Support in part 

Transpower seeks that the proposed plan contain appropriate provisions to ensure that it provides 
adequate consideration and recognition of regionally significant infrastructure, particularly the 
National Grid.  

Relief Sought: 

- Full effect is given to the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 
2008 (NPSET); 

- The sustainable management of the National Grid as a physical resource of 
national significance is recognised; 

- The benefits of the National Grid at local, regional and national levels are 
recognised; 

- The need for the ongoing operation, maintenance, development and upgrading 
of the network is recognised; 

- Appropriate provision for the planning and development of new National Grid 
infrastructure; and 

- The protection of the National Grid from issues of reverse sensitivity and the 
adverse effects of others' activities is recognised. 

Specific Submission Points 
CHAPTER 1 - DISTRICT PLAN INTRODUCTION 

2. Submission Point

Provision 1.3.2.2 Relationship with Other Agencies 
Support in part 

The introduction to the proposed plan is supported as it provides informative context and background 
information on the District Plan.  However, it is suggested that the commentary on the NPS on 
Electricity Transmission specifically refer to the National Grid to make it clear to plan users the NPS 
relates only to the National Grid. 

Relief Sought: 

NPS on Electricity Transmission 2008 sets out the objective and policies for 
managing the National Grid under the RMA. The NPS facilitates the operation, 
maintenance, and upgrading of the existing transmission network, and the 
establishment of new transmission resources. 
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3. Submission Point

Provision: 1.3 Relationship with Other Agencies 
Oppose 

The relationship between national environmental standards and District Plan rules are addressed in 
Section 43B of the RMA, with certain standards prevailing over specific District Plan rules. Reference 
in the plan to national standards would be useful in order to highlight to users what they are.  

Relief Sought: 

1.3.3. National environmental standards are regulations issued under section 43 of 
the Resource Management Act and apply nationally. The standards are technical 
standards in the form of regulations with regard to the use, development and 
protection of natural and physical resources. Every local authority and consent 
authority must observe national environmental standards. 

4. Submission Point

Provision: 1.5.2.14 Significant Resource Management Issues for the District 
Support in part 

The reference to protecting regionally significant infrastructure is supported. However, it is 
recommended that the issue be expanded to include recognition that regionally significant 
infrastructure is a matter that should also be provided for.   

Relief Sought: 

14. Protecting and providing for regionally significant infrastructure, including the
land transport network. 

5. Submission Point

1.9. Infrastructure 
1.9.1 Infrastructure is essential to servicing the District. Network utilities include buildings, the 
National Grid, overhead lines, masts and other structures associated with communications, 
electricity networks, water supply, gas, sewerage network, navigation facilities, roading, and waste 
disposal. They vary significantly in scale and function. 

1.9.2 With some exceptions, network utilities are provided for as Permitted Activities throughout the 
District. An exception is in the Coastal Zone and Coastal Settlement Zone where landscape 
protection is a key objective. In these zones Council requires some control over aspects such as 
earthworks, location, and consideration of available alternatives. 

Support 

The introductory text to the Infrastructure section is supported as it articulates what infrastructure is. 
The clarification provided within paragraph 1.9.2 relating to the Coastal Zone and Coastal Settlement 
zone is supported.  

Relief Sought: 

6. Submission Point

1.11.3.19 Assessment Criteria for Applications 
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19. The effects on the ability to operate, maintain, upgrade and develop the National Grid, including
access to the line. 

Support 

The concept of providing general assessment criteria within Chapter 1.11.3 is supported. However, 
it is not clear whether plan users would be aware of the general criteria as there appears to be no 
clear cross reference to Chapter 1.11.3 within the specific rules in other plan chapters. 

The assessment criteria cover a range of matters and Transpower supports reference to the National 
Grid given the need to operate, maintain, develop and upgrade the National Grid is identified as a 
matter of national significance under the NPSET.  

Relief Sought: 

CHAPTER 8 -   RURAL ZONE 

7. Submission Point

8.1.6 Resource Management Issue 
6. Activities within the zone have the potential to adversely affect the ability of lawfully
established activities (including the National Grid) to operate through reverse sensitivity effects. 

Support  

Recognition of the effect of third party activities on the National Grid is supported. 

Relief Sought:  

8. Submission Point

8.2.1 Objective 
Support in part 

The objective is supported as it recognises the contribution to the economic and social wellbeing of 
the rural environment. However, an amendment is sought to clarify that it is not only rural activities 
which contribute to wellbeing and that other lawfully established activities can be appropriately 
located in the rural environment. Such activities are referenced in Policy 8.2.1.5. 

Relief Sought: 

A rural environment that contributes to the economic and social wellbeing of the 
District and region through a range of rural and other lawfully established activities, 
where the effects of activities are managed to maintain the rural character of the 
zone. 

9. Submission Point

8.2.1.5 Policy  
Support in part 
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The policy is generally supported as it recognises the potential for reverse sensitivity effects on 
infrastructure. However, an amendment is sought that recognises that it is not only sensitive 
activities which impact on infrastructure. Such an amendment would reflect the rule framework 
sought in this submission relating to third party activities on the National Grid, as discussed in 
submission point 49.   

Relief Sought: 

Ensure that sensitive activities, including new residential activities, and other 
inappropriate activities, that may lead to reverse sensitivity effects on existing 
lawfully established activities, including infrastructure, are appropriately located 
and managed. 

A rural environment that contributes to the economic and social wellbeing of the 
District and region through a range of rural and other lawfully established activities, 
where the effects of activities are managed to maintain the rural character of the 
zone. 

10. Submission Point

8.3 Activity Status 
Network utilities are subject to the provisions in Chapter 17 and are not subject to the Rules in this 
Chapter. 

Support  
The clarification within the rule framework of Chapter 8 as to whether network utilities are subject to 
the provisions within this chapter is supported as it assists plan interpretation.  

Relief Sought: 

CHAPTER 9 -   COASTAL ZONE 

11. Submission Point

9.1 Resource Management Issues 
New Issue 

The National Grid currently passes through the Coastal Zone within the Ōpōtiki District. 

Transpower supports the provision of an issue specific to infrastructure as it recognises the role and 
importance of some activities within the coastal environment. Such an approach is consistent with 
Policy 6(1)(a) of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (“NZCPS”) which specifically 
refers to infrastructure, energy and mineral use activities important to the social, economic and 
cultural well-being. Given the specific references within the NZCPS to infrastructure, a new issue is 
sought so as to specifically reference infrastructure.   

Relief Sought: 

Recognise the role of resource use and development, in particular the provision of 
infrastructure, in the coastal environment and its contribution to enabling people 
and communities to provide for their economic, social, and cultural wellbeing. 
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12. Submission Point

9.2.1.2 Policy 
Ensure that the subdivision, use and development of land within the District's coastal areas avoids 
as far as practicable significant adverse effects on the coastal ecosystem, waterbodies, riparian 
areas, indigenous vegetation, indigenous habitats, natural character and on areas of historical or 
cultural value. 

Support 

The policy is supported as it recognises subdivision, use and development in the coastal 
environment. In particular, reference to “avoids as far as practicable significant adverse effects” 
within the policy is supported as it appropriately recognises that not all adverse effects can be 
avoided in all circumstances. An example of this is regionally significant infrastructure, and in 
particular the National Grid which has location and operational constraints associated with its 
operation, use and development.  

Relief Sought: 

13. Submission Point

9.2.2 Objective 
Support in part 

While the overall intent of the objective is supported, an amendment is sought to include a reference 
to “inappropriate’; this would recognise that it is not all development which is to be avoided, rather 
the emphasis should be that which is inappropriate. Such an approach would reflect S6(a) of the 
RMA.  

Relief Sought: 

The adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use and development within the 
coastal environment on the natural character are avoided, or are confined to areas 
better able to absorb the effects of the development than other areas of the coast.  

14. Submission Point

9.2.2.6 Policy 
Support in part 

The policy is supported as it refers to avoiding effects “as far as practicable” which recognises that 
in some circumstances, all effects cannot be avoided. An additional reference is sought to the policy 
to highlight that some activities have a functional need to locate in the Coastal Zone, as referenced 
in Policy 6(2)(d) of the NZCPS. Recent amendments to the EBOP Regional Coastal Plan which have 
been settled by consent order, recognise that activities that have a functional need to be located in 
or near the coastal environment may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances.  The 
definition of “functional need” includes activities which have a technical or operational need to locate 
in the coastal environment but do not necessary rely on the coastal environment.    
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The Policy is also consistent with Objective 25 of the EBOP Regional Coastal Plan (which is 
operative) which requires activities that have a functional need to be located in the CMA to be 
recognised and provided for in appropriate locations.  Objective 25A requires the operation, 
maintenance and upgrading of existing significant infrastructure to be enabled in appropriate 
circumstances.  Objective 25A require new significant infrastructure to be provided for in appropriate 
locations, recognising technical and operational constraints. 

Transpower would support the amendment being specific to the National Grid or to Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure.     

Relief Sought: 

To manage the effects of the subdivision and use of land within the Coastal Zone 
to avoid as far as practicable adverse effects on the coastal environment, 
recognising that due to functional, operational or technical requirements, the 
National Grid/Regionally Significant Infrastructure have a need to locate in the 
Coastal Zone.  

15. Submission Point

9.3 Activity Status 
Oppose 

While Chapter 9 is applicable to Network Utilities, network utilities are not specifically referenced 
within Chapter 9, and the activity status is not clear. 

There are three rules of potential relevance to network utilities, these being: 

9.3.2.1.13 Permitted Activities  
Any activity that is not listed in this Chapter and which complies with the Zone Standards shall be 
deemed a Permitted Activity and does not require resource consent. 

9.3.5.1.2 Discretionary Activities  
Activities listed as Permitted or Controlled Activities, which do not meet one or more of the Zone 
Standards unless otherwise stated. 

9.3.6.1 Non-complying Activities  
Any activity not specifically stated as a Permitted Activity, Controlled Activity, or Discretionary 
Activity, and unless otherwise stated, shall be a Non-complying Activity and is allowed only if 
resource consent is obtained. 

Given the three rules, it is unclear if a new National Grid line that cannot meet the zone standards 
within Section 9.6 is a Discretionary or Non-complying activity. It could be interpreted that because 
network utilities are by default captured under permitted rule 9.3.2.1.13, they are therefore listed and 
captured by discretionary rule 9.3.5.1.2. However, it is unclear what activities would then be captured 
by the non-complying rule 9.3.6.1. Alternately the rules could be interpreted such that Rule 9.3.5.1.2 
only applies to those activities specifically listed as permitted, and given Network Utilities are not 
specifically listed, they are therefore subject to the default non-complying rule.  

On this basis clarification is sought as to the default activity status that would apply to those network 
utilities that are not permitted.  

Specific to the National Grid, a discretionary activity status is supported as this status recognises 
the functional, locational and operational constraints associated with the National Grid.  

Relief Sought: 

- The deletion of non-complying rule 9.3.6.1 
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- Inserting a new permitted rule 9.3.2.1.18 as follows (alternately Transpower would 
support specific reference to the National Grid, or Regionally Significant 
Infrastructure):  

18. Network Utilities

16. Submission Point

9.4 Assessment Criteria for Matters of Control 
Support in part  

As a minor point, the title of 9.4 needs to be amended to refer to Controlled Activities, consistent 
with the approach adopted in other chapters.  

Relief Sought: 

CHAPTER 10 -   COASTAL SETTLEMENT ZONE 

The National Grid currently passes through the Coastal Settlement Zone within the Ōpōtiki District, 
at Te Kaha. 

17. Submission Point

10.2.1 Objective 
Planned and cohesive development of coastal settlement areas where inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development is avoided and the distinctive natural character is preserved. 

Transpower supports the reference within the objective to “inappropriate” subdivision, use and 
development as it recognises that not all activities are to be avoided.  

Support  

Relief Sought: 

18. Submission Point

Policies 
New Policy  

An additional policy is sought to highlight that some activities have a functional, operational or 
technical need to locate in the Coastal Settlement Zone, as referenced in Policy 6(2)(d) of the 
NZCPS. An example of this is the regionally significant infrastructure, and in particular the National 
Grid which has location and operational constraints associated with its operation, use and 
development.  
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Recent amendments to the EBOP Regional Coastal Plan which have been settled by consent order, 
recognise that activities that have a functional need to be located in or near the coastal environment 
may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances.  The definition of “functional need” includes 
activities which have a technical or operational need to locate in the coastal environment but do not 
necessary rely on the coastal environment.    

Transpower would support the amendment being specific to the National Grid or to Regionally 
Significant Infrastructure.     

Relief Sought: 

Recognise that the National Grid/Regionally Significant Infrastructure have a 
functional, operational or technical requirement to locate in the Coastal Settlement 
Zone.  

19. Submission Point

9.2.2 Objective 
Support in part 

While the overall intent of the objective is supported, an amendment is sought to include a reference 
to “inappropriate’; this would recognise that it is not all development which is to be avoided, rather 
the emphasis should be on that which is inappropriate. Such an approach would reflect S6(a) of the 
RMA.  

Relief Sought: 

The adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use and development within the 
coastal environment on the natural character are avoided, or are confined to areas 
better able to absorb the effects of the development than other areas of the coast.  

20. Submission Point

10.3 Activity Status 
Oppose 

As with Chapter 9 Coastal Zone, while Chapter 10 Coastal Settlement Zone is applicable to Network 
Utilities, network utilities are not specifically referenced within Chapter 10.  

There are three rules of relevance to network utilities, being: 

10.3.2.1.7 Controlled Activities   
Any non-residential activity not specifically provided for provided in this Chapter and which complies 
with the Zone standards in 10.6. 

10.3.4.1.3 Discretionary Activities  
Activities listed as Permitted or Controlled Activities, which do not meet one or more of the Zone 
Standards. 

10.3.5.1 Non-complying Activities  
Any activity not specifically stated as a Permitted, Controlled, Restricted Discretionary or 
Discretionary Activity and unless otherwise stated, shall be a Non-complying Activity and is allowed 
only if resource consent is obtained. 

There are two issues with the current rule framework of Chapter 10 in relation to Network Utilities: 

1. Minor minor upgrading, and maintenance, upgrading and replacement, would require
consent as a controlled activity; and
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2. It is unclear if new network utilities are discretionary or non-complying activities.

In relation to minor upgrading, and maintenance, upgrading and replacement, the Resource 
Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 
2009 (“NESETA”) provides for upgrading the National Grid as a permitted activity. A rule in a district 
plan cannot be more lenient or stringent than this activity status. In order to clarify the relationship 
between the district plan and the NESETA, a note is sought within Section 17.3 to specify the 
relationship between the NESET and the district plan rules. Transpower would also accept the Note 
being included within Chapter 10 but appreciates that the Council may wish to avoid duplication 
throughout the plan.  

In relation to the applicable discretionary or non-complying activity status, as with Chapter 9, it is 
unclear if a new National Grid line that cannot meet the zone standards within Section 10.6, is a 
discretionary or non-complying activity. It could be interpreted that because network utilities are by 
default captured under controlled rule 10.3.2.1.7 they are therefore listed and captured by 
discretionary rule 10.3.4.1.3, it is unclear what activities would then be captured by the non-
complying rule 10.3.5.1. Alternately the rules could be interpreted such that Rule 10.3.4.1.3 only 
applies to those activities specifically listed as permitted, and given Network Utilities are not 
specifically listed, they are therefore subject to the default non-complying rule.  

On this basis clarification is sought as to the default activity status that would apply to those network 
utilities not permitted.  

Specific to the National Grid, a discretionary activity status is supported as such a status recognises 
the functional, locational and operational constraints associated with the National Grid. 

Relief Sought: 

Resource Management Regulations – National Environmental Standards 

The operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation or removal of an electricity 
transmission line and ancillary structures that existed prior to 14 January 2010 is 
largely controlled by the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009, separate to 
this District Plan. 

For clarification, where there is conflict or perceived conflict between the 
provisions of this Plan and the requirements of the NES identified above, the 
provisions of the NES shall apply. 

- The deletion of non-complying rule 10.3.5.1 

- Inserting a new controlled rule 10.3.2.1.9 as follows (alternately Transpower would 
support specific reference to the National Grid, or Regionally Significant 
Infrastructure):  

9. Network Utilities

CHAPTER 11 -   OHIWA HARBOUR  ZONE 

21. Submission Point

11.3 Activity Status 
Support in part  
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The clarification within the rule framework of Chapter 11 as to whether network utilities are subject 
to the provisions within Chapter 11 is supported as it assists in plan interpretation. However, an 
amendment is sought to make it clear that it is also the activity rules and not just the standards which 
are not applicable.  

It is noted that this clause is not provided in all the relevant zones (i.e. Residential, Town Centre etc; 
noting that although they do not contain the National Grid, contain other network utilities). Its 
inclusion may assist in plan interpretation and application.  

Relief Sought: 

Network utilities are subject to the provisions in Chapter 17 and are not subject to 
the Zone Standards Rules in this Chapter. 

CHAPTER 13 - LANDSCAPE AND VEGETATION 

22. Submission Point

13.1.1.1 Resource Management Issues – Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes 
1. Inappropriate land use activities and subdivision can compromise the values of the outstanding
natural features and landscapes of the District. 

Support  

Transpower supports Issue 1. as it recognises that inappropriate land use and subdivision can 
comprise the values as opposed to all activities.   

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

23. Submission Point

13.2 Objectives and Policies 
13.2.1 OBJECTIVE - OUTSTANDING NATURAL FEATURES AND LANDSCAPES 
To protect outstanding natural features and landscapes from the adverse effects of inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development. 

OUTSTANDING NATURAL FEATURES AND LANDSCAPES - POLICIES 
13.2.1.1 The adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use, and development, including 
buildings, structures and earthworks, on the values of outstanding natural features are avoided. 
13.2.1.2 Adverse effects of inappropriate subdivision, use, and development, including buildings, 
structures and earthworks, on the values of outstanding natural landscapes are avoided, and where 
avoidance is not practicable, remedied or mitigated. 

INDIGENOUS VEGETATION AND HABITATS - POLICIES 
13.2.2.1 To protect significant indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous fauna, where 
significance is assessed in accordance with the criteria in Appendix 13.9.3, by avoiding adverse 
effects of inappropriate subdivision, land use, or development and, where avoidance is not 
practicable, adverse effects are remedied or mitigated.  
13.2.2.2 Where appropriate, to require restoration and rehabilitation of significant indigenous 
vegetation and habitants of indigenous fauna on or off the site, where avoidance of adverse effects 
is not possible, giving priority to the sites listed in 13.9.4 and by reference to the criteria in Appendix 
13.9.3. 
13.2.2.5 To avoid, or, where this is not practicable, remedy, mitigate or offset the adverse effects of 
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activities on indigenous biodiversity, including protecting indigenous ecosystems, rare, at risk, or 
threatened species and their habitats. 

WETLANDS - POLICIES 
13.2.3.3 To avoid, remedy or mitigate, or offset adverse effects of inappropriate activities on 
wetlands, including maintaining the overall extent of wetlands. 

Support 

Transpower is largely supportive of the objectives and policies within Chapter 13, Landscapes and 
Vegetation, and in particular the above identified provisions which provide a balanced approach 
between protection, maintenance and enhancement and the use of resources. In particular, 
Transpower is supportive of the word “inappropriate” within the above identified provisions and the 
provision for the remedy or mitigation of adverse effects were avoidance is not practicable. Such 
amendments are consistent with section 6 of the RMA. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

24. Submission Point

New Policy 
Transpower seeks a new policy specific to the National Grid that gives effect to Policies 3, 4 and 8 
of the NPSET. Such a policy recognises that while Transpower endeavours to avoid ONL's (as 
required by Policy 8 of the NPSET), this outcome is not always possible given the technical and 
operational constraints associated with transmission lines (as recognised in Policy 3 of the NPSET). 

Relief Sought: 

New National Grid infrastructure: 

a) should seek to avoid adverse effects on outstanding natural landscapes and
features, while: 

i. considering the constraints imposed on achieving measures to manage the
environmental effects of National Grid infrastructure by the technical, locational or 
operational requirements of the network; and 

ii. having regard to the extent to which any adverse effects have been avoided,
remedied or mitigated by the route, site and method selection. 
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Any consequential amendments. 

25. Submission Point

13.3 Activity Status 
Permitted Activities  
13.3.2.1.7.(e) Indigenous vegetation clearance and disturbance, unless otherwise specified in this 
chapter, subject to compliance with 13.4.1, where: 
….. 
(e) It is within the existing formation width to maintain existing walking and cycling tracks, 
driveways, public or public roads, farm and forestry tracks, and network utilities. 

Support 

Transpower supports rule 13.3.2.1.7.(e) as it recognises existing network utility tracks when 
considering indigenous vegetation clearance and disturbance.  

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

26. Submission Point

13.3 Activity Status 
Permitted Activities  
13.3.2.1.9.(g) 9. Within sites listed in 13.9.1 and 13.9.2, earthworks for the following purposes: 
….. 
(g) Maintenance, upgrading and replacement of existing infrastructure including high 
voltage transmission lines. 

Support 

Transpower supports rule 13.3.2.1.9(g) as it recognises existing network utilities when considering 
earthworks.  

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

27. Submission Point

13.3 Activity Status 
Permitted Activities  
13.3.2.1.12 . Within a site listed in 13.9.1 or 13.9.2, maintenance and replacement of existing lawfully 
established buildings and structures, subject to compliance with 13.4.4. 

Support 

Transpower supports rule 13.3.2.1.12 as it recognises existing structures. However, it is not clear 
what performance standards need to be complied with as there appears to be no clause 13.4.4, and 
it is presumed that this should instead be a reference to clause 13.4.3.  

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

28. Submission Point

13.3 Activity Status 
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Discretionary and Restricted Discretionary activities 

Support  

Transpower supports the default restricted discretionary and discretionary activity status rules. 

Relief Sought:  

Any consequential amendments. 

29. Submission Point

13.3 Activity Status 
New rule 

In relation to the rules, it is not clear as to the activity status for indigenous vegetation trimming within 
Chapter 13.  

It is presumed trimming is permitted as it would not constitute disturbance or clearance and is 
otherwise not provided for under the Rules (and there appears no default rule).  

It is requested that this ambiguity is clarified, and that a new permitted activity rule is inserted to 
specifically provide for trimming. 

Such a rule would be consistent with Regulation 30 of the NES for Electricity Transmission Activities 
2009 in terms of providing appropriate provision to provide for tree trimming associated with the 
operation and maintenance of existing transmission lines as a permitted activity. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

30. Submission Point

13.5.1.5 Assessment of Controlled Activities 
5. The necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations available for applicants
to carry out the works or activities. 

Support in part 

Transpower supports the provision of such assessment matters as they assist plan users in 
determining those matters of relevance in assessing a resource consent application.  

Specifically, Transpower supports the provision of “The necessity for the activity and alternative 
methods and locations available for applicants to carry out the works or activities”, as such reference 
would give effect to Policies 3 and 4 of the NPSET. 

However, Transpower also seeks inclusion of this matter, as well as benefits, in Section 13.6 
Assessment of Restricted Discretionary Activities as activities associated with the maintenance, 
development and upgrade of the National Grid may trigger a restricted discretionary consent and 
the necessity for the work is a relevant consideration in considering such proposals.  

Relief Sought: 

The benefits of and necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations 
available for applicants to carry out the works or activities. 
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The benefits of and necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations 
available for applicants to carry out the works or activities. 

The benefits of and necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations 
available for applicants to carry out the works or activities. 

The benefits of and necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations 
available for applicants to carry out the works or activities. 

Any consequential amendments.  

CHAPTER 14 -   HERITAGE 

31. Submission Point

14.6.1.1 Assessment of Discretionary Activities 
14.6.1 The following are matters to which the Council will have regard to in considering whether to 
grant consent or impose conditions in respect of activities that are listed as a Discretionary Activity: 
1. The necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations available for applicants to
carry out the works or activities. 

Support 

Transpower supports the assessment matters within Chapter 14 Heritage which refer to “The 
necessity for the activity and alternative methods and locations available for applicants to carry out 
the work”, as such matters reflect the technical and operational requirements associated with some 
activities (such as the National Grid), as required by Policy 3 of the NPSET.  

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

32. Submission Point

Rule 14.3.2.1.3 Permitted Activities 
3 Trimming an identified notable tree identified in Appendix 14.9.2 where authorised by a National 
Environmental Standard in relation to the National grid. 

Support  

Although the principle of the rule is supported, Transpower considers that the rule is unnecessary 
as there are no identified notable trees in the proximity of the National Grid.  

Note: The reference to Appendix 14.9.2 is incorrect and should instead refer to Appendix 14.10. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

CHAPTER 15 - SUBDIVISION 

33. Submission Point

15.1.7 Resource Management Issues 
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Further subdivision can adversely affect the safe and efficient functioning of regionally significant 
infrastructure and the National Grid. 

Support 

A significant resource management issue in the District is inappropriate development, land use and 
subdivision in close proximity to the National Grid which can compromise its operation, maintenance, 
development and upgrade. As subdivision is often the precursor to land use change and future more 
intensive development, including buildings, it is important the process of subdivision considers these 
matters.  

The design and layout of a subdivision are often key stages of giving effect to land use. If subdivision 
is inadequately considered and managed it could lead to:  

- Subdivision patterns that inappropriately limit the siting of buildings on new sections in 
terms of the proposed lot dimensions and layout. Inappropriately sited buildings (whether 
habitable or not) can compromise the operation, maintenance, upgrading and 
development of transmission lines and support structures in that they can jeopardise the 
line or support structures themselves or restrict access for maintenance and upgrading.  

- The potential to generate amenity and reverse sensitivity issues due to the relationship 
between the National Grid and subsequent development / land use, as well as posing 
future maintenance issues. Under-building and encroaching development yields a range 
of adverse environmental effects, including increased health, safety and operational risks, 
such as flashover effects or direct contact with the lines (both are extremely dangerous), 
as well as reverse sensitivity effects associated with substations, particularly given 
substations generate effects such as noise and stormwater runoff and can also cause 
concern or annoyance because of how they look, electrical interference and perceived 
electric and magnetic field (EMF) issues.  

- Operational risks including the loss of physical access to the infrastructure through lines 
being built out or restricting the efficient operation of the electricity network. 

- In extreme circumstances, poorly controlled subdivision has given rise to circumstances 
where unbuildable lots have been created because of the presence of transmission lines 
in new lots. In other circumstances, subdivision has given rise to situations where lines 
aerially bisect the centre of new lots, thus inappropriately limiting their development 
potential. 

It is critical therefore that the framework set out in the district plan is able to address all potential 
adverse effects of development, land use and subdivision. This issue is further recognised in the 
NPSET where it is recognised that the operation, maintenance and future development of the 
National Grid can be significantly compromised by the adverse environment impact of activities and 
development by other parties. On this basis, Transpower supports specific rules within Chapter 15 
relating to the National Grid. It is noted that the National Grid relates to all Transpower assets 
including substations.  

The rational for the provisions sought by Transpower are provided in Policy 10 and 11 of the NPSET 
which require a buffer corridor to be provided in which sensitive activities will generally not be 
provided for, and the management of activities to avoid reverse sensitivity effects and ensure the 
operation, maintenance, upgrading, and development of the National Grid is not compromised. In 
particular, Policy 11 supports the management of sensitive activities and subdivision around 
substations through a ‘buffer’ type approach as a method of assessing the appropriateness of these 
activities and managing reverse sensitivity impacts. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

34. Submission Point

15.2.2 Objective 
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Subdivision of land does not adversely affect the safe and efficient functioning of regionally 
significant infrastructure and the National Grid and the capacity of roads and infrastructure to service 
new development 

Support 

For the reasons provided in submission point 33, Objective 15.2.2 is supported. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

35. Submission Point

15.2.2.4 Policy 
To manage subdivision within the National Grid corridor and within 20m of the boundary of a 
designated National Grid substation to avoid sensitive land use or inappropriate activities from 
compromising the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development (including access) of the 
National Grid. 

Support 

For the reasons provided in submission point 33, Policy 15.2.2.4 is supported. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

36. Submission Point

15.3.4.11 Subdivision Status 
11 Subdivision of land where all or part of the site is within the National Grid Corridor, in accordance 
with Rule 15.4.6. 
- Restricted Discretionary  

Support 

As subdivision is often the precursor to land use change and more intensive future development, 
Transpower supports a more clearly defined risk based approach (recognising the swing of the 
conductors (lines)) whereby subdivision within a specified distance of the National Grid requires 
consent as a restricted discretionary or non-complying activity, depending on whether a building 
platform can be sited outside the National Grid Yard or not. The sought rules only apply to those 
zones in which the National Grid is located. The proposed width of the subdivision corridor width 
(National Grid Corridor) is:  

- 16m for 110kV transmission lines on pi poles 

- 14m for the 50kV transmission single poles 

Transpower supports a restricted discretionary activity status for subdivision within the National Grid 
Corridor where a complying building platform is identified beyond 10-12m of the centreline of a 
transmission line and beyond 12m from the visible edge of the foundation of a support structure (in 
any direction).  

A restricted discretionary activity status is favoured as it: 

- Provides an appropriate incentive to properly accommodate transmission corridors 
(including, for example, through the creation of reserves and/or open space where buffer 
corridors are located) and avoid building sites within the National Grid Yard. An 
accompanying non-notification statement (15.7.1.1.7) is supported as it highlights that 
wider notification is not anticipated in relation to the specific standard.  
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- Provides clear guidance for applicants and the Council to ensure the design of subdivision 
manages the effects of the network on the future use of the subdivided land and the effects 
of that land use on the network.  

- Retains Council’s ability to decline resource consent, thus ensuring that inappropriate 
subdivision is avoided. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

37. Submission Point

15.3.4.12 Subdivision Status 
12 Subdivision of land where all or part of the site is within 20m of the boundary of a designated 
National Grid substation. 
- Restricted Discretionary  

Support in part 

Substations contain transformers, circuit breakers, disconnectors and other equipment. Substations 
generate effects such as noise and stormwater runoff. Substations can also cause concern or 
annoyance because of how they look, electrical interference and perceived electric and magnetic 
field (EMF) issues. Historically, Transpower has located substations away from population centres. 
However, over time residential development has occurred around and next to many of Transpower’s 
167 substations causing a range of effects. If intensification is carried out without taking the 
substation into account, inconvenience and nuisance effects may be experienced by neighbours. 
Transpower may, in turn, be negatively affected by having to constrain the way in which the National 
Grid is operated in order to mitigate these effects, with electricity consumers ultimately meeting any 
additional costs. 

Based on the above effects associated with development around substations, Transpower is seeking 
a 20m buffer area from the substations as a method of managing potential constraints on the 
operation of the substation; this is in addition to specific subdivision rules under the conductors. 
Transpower is not seeking a clear area around the substation where nothing can occur, but instead 
inclusion of an area which would act as a trigger for it to be notified as an affected party of subdivision 
applications so that it can input into appropriate methods to mitigate reverse sensitivity impacts and 
work with developers to ensure development is appropriately designed. The rule would only apply 
to the Rural and Coastal Settlement Zone as the substations are only located in these zones.  

Attached as Attachment B and C are plans showing the 20m buffer area. 

Relief Sought: 

 12 Subdivision of land where all or part of the site is within 20m of the boundary of 
a designated National Grid substation, as identified in Chapter 19 Appendix 2.  

- Restricted Discretionary 

Any consequential amendments. 

38. Submission Point

15.3.4.13 Subdivision Status 
13 Subdivision of land where all or part of the site is within the National grid corridor, which does not 
comply with Rule 15.4.6. 
- Non complying  

Support 
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Transpower supports a non-complying activity status where all or part of the building platform is 
identified within the National Grid Yard (i.e. within 10-12m of the centreline of a transmission 
conductor (wire), or within 12m from the outer edge of a National Grid support structure (in any 
direction)).  

A non-complying activity status is favoured as it: 

- Promotes consistency in decision making in that it gives a very clear policy signal that 
under-build within the National Grid Yard is not appropriate as it can potentially 
compromise the security of supply, safety, and impinge on the ability of Transpower to 
maintain its assets.  

- Highlights the importance of the standards to avoid both reverse sensitivity effects on the 
National Grid; and 

- Ensures the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of the National Grid is 
not compromised (as required by Policy 10 of the NPSET). 

While an application can still be made under the RMA, an application would need to show the 
proposed activity would not be contrary to the objectives and policies of the District Plan (including 
those in respect to electricity transmission) or that its adverse effects on the environment would be 
no more than minor. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

39. Submission Point

15.4.6 Subdivision Standards 
15.4.6 SUBDIVISION OF LAND WHERE PART OR ALL OF THE SITE IS LOCATED WITHIN THE 
NATIONAL GRID CORRIDOR 
15.4.6.1 A building platform for each new lot shall be identified that complies with minimum standards 
for the zone and that is fully located outside the National Grid Yard. 

Support in part 

The above standard relating to the associated subdivision rules is supported. However, an 
amendment is sought to remove reference to the need to comply with the minimum zone standards 
as these are not a relevant matter in respect of the National Grid, and the underling zone rules would 
still apply.   

Relief Sought: 

15.4.6.1 A building platform for each new lot shall be identified that complies with 
minimum standards for the zone and that is fully located outside the National Grid 
Yard. 

40. Submission Point

15.7.1.1 Subdivision of land that is within or adjacent to the National Grid. 
1. The extent to which the design, construction and layout of the subdivision demonstrates that a
suitable building platform(s) can be located outside of the National Grid Yard for each new lot to 
ensure adverse effects on and from the National Grid and on public health and safety are 
appropriately avoided, remedied or mitigated; 
2. The provision for the on-going operation, maintenance (including access) and upgrade and
development of the National Grid; 
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3. The risk to the structural integrity of the National Grid;
4. The extent to which the subdivision design and consequential development will minimise the risk
of injury and/or property damage from the National Grid asset; 
5. The extent to which the subdivision design and consequential development will minimise the
potential reverse sensitivity on and amenity and nuisance effects of the National Grid asset; and 
6. The extent to which landscaping will impact on the operation, maintenance, upgrade and
development (including access) of the National Grid. 
7. For Rules 15.2.1.3.13 and 14 public notification of applications for resource consent will not be
required but the written approval of the National Grid Operator will be required or a Limited 
Notification process will be followed. 

Support in part 

To accompany the above activity status and rules, Transpower supports the proposed plan provision 
of new assessment criteria relating to subdivision within the National Grid Corridor and adjacent to 
the two designation National Grid substations within Ōpōtiki. The provision of such criteria would 
provide useful assessment matters for consideration by applicants and Council in considering 
applications and provide a useful tool for determining the issues associated with subdivision within 
the National Grid Corridor and adjoining the substations.  

The advice note is supported as it highlights that, notwithstanding the above rules, compliance is 
required with other regulations and standards external to the District Plan.  

A minor cross referencing correction is sought to the rule referencing within clause 7. 

Relief Sought: 

For Rules 15.2.1.3.13.3.4.11 and 142 public notification of applications for 
resource consent will not be required but the written approval of the National Grid 
Operator will be required or a Limited Notification process will be followed.  

CHAPTER 17 – NETWORK UTILITIES   

41. Submission Point

17.1 Resource Management Issues 
1. Regionally significant infrastructure and network utilities are physical resources that need to be
sustainably managed to provide reliable and efficient services to the District. 
2. The location and appearance of some network utilities can affect amenity values of the
environment through the generation of glare, noise, vibration, and visual effects. 
3. Regionally significant infrastructure and network utilities have a functional and locational
requirement to locate in residential areas and other sensitive environments which can result in 
adverse effects such as noise, vibration, and glare effects. 
4. The location and growth of trees near overhead lines and reticulation systems can
compromise the function of the network utilities, and pose safety issues. 
5. Network utilities in some parts of the District are susceptible to natural hazards, including flooding
and erosion which can disrupt service delivery and can adversely affect the surrounding 
environment. 
6. Renewable electricity generation and supply needs to be provided for to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and ensure security of supply. 
7. The operation, maintenance, development, and upgrade of regionally significant
infrastructure including the National Grid can be constrained by adverse effects from other activities. 
8. New subdivision, use and development could adversely affect the safe, efficient, and effective
functioning of regionally significant infrastructure. 
9. Regionally significant infrastructure is essential for the economic and social wellbeing of the
District. 

Support 
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Chapter 17 Network Utilities addresses two overarching issues: 

- The provision for network utilities; 

- The effects of other activities on Network Utilities. 

The two issue are reflected in the nine specific issues provided in Section 17.1, and are supported. 

Relief Sought:  

Any consequential amendments. 

42. Submission Point

17.2 Objectives and Policies 
OBJECTIVE 
17.2.1 The benefits of the safe, efficient and effective operation (including maintenance, upgrade, 
replacement and development) of regionally significant infrastructure including network utilities 
within the District are recognised, where significant adverse effects on the environment are avoided, 
remedied, or mitigated. 

17.2.1.1 Management of significant adverse effects of structures associated with network utilities 
while recognising their functional requirements through appropriate location, design and landscaping 
to maintain the quality of the surrounding environment. 
17.2.1.2 Encourage network utility operators and developers to place equipment underground where 
practicable and where technically and economically feasible, when servicing new areas. 
17.2.1.3 Where network utility operators propose to locate within areas susceptible to natural 
hazards to meet a functional requirement, to require a natural hazard assessment so that the risks 
to and from the network utility can be appropriately managed. 
17.2.1.4 Recognise the benefits of the National Grid in the District. 
OBJECTIVE 
17.2.2 Management of the potential adverse effects of network utilities on sensitive environments, 
particularly in areas of high landscape value such as in the District's coastal areas. 
POLICIES 
17.2.2.1 Encourage the co-location of network utilities in service corridors and common sites where 
this is practicable and appropriate. 
17.2.2.2 Ensure that network utilities including overhead lines, structures, and buildings are 
designed and located to seek to avoid or minimise adverse effects, particularly visual effects. 

OBJECTIVE 
17.2.3 To enable the safe and efficient maintenance, upgrade, replacement and development, and 
operation of existing network utilities by ensuring that, as far as practicable, other activities do not 
constrain those operations. 
POLICIES 
17.2.3.1 To ensure that new subdivision, buildings and activities do not compromise the 
maintenance, upgrade, replacement, development and operation of existing network utilities, 
including the National Grid. 
17.2.3.2 To recognise the significance of regionally significant infrastructure and renewable 
electricity generation and associated structures. 
17.2.3.3 To manage subdivision, land use activities and vegetation within the electricity transmission 
corridors, including the National Grid. 
17.2.3.4 Sensitive activities and inappropriate buildings, structures and activities are not allowed 
within National Grid Yards. 

Support 

The proposed policy framework addresses the issues identified in Section 17.1 and comprehensively 
address the two overarching issues of providing for network utilities and addressing the effects of 
third party activities on network utilities.  
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Specific to Transpowers interests, the National Grid is recognised in the NPSET with the “need to 
maintain, develop and upgrade the electricity transmission network” identified as a matter of national 
significance. Of particular relevance to the Ōpōtiki District Plan are Policies 10 and 11 of the NPSET 
which require the District Plan to include objectives, policies and rules to manage subdivision and 
development on the basis that inappropriately located buildings can significantly compromise the 
safe, efficient and effective operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of the National Grid. 

The proposed policy framework is supported. 

Proposed policies 17.2.3.3 and 17.2.3.4 are supported but it is not clear in the proposed plan how 
they are to be implemented and given effect to. To address this issue, Transpower proposes a suite 
of rules relating to third party land use activities within the defined National Grid Yard. This rule 
framework is set out in submission point 49.  

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

43. Submission Point

17.3 Activity Status 
Support in part 

The introductory section within 17.3 is helpful as it provides clarity as to the rule relationship. 
However, three specific amendments are sought to assist in plan interpretation:  

1. As sought in Submission point 20, the Resource Management (National Environmental
Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 (“NESETA”) applies to
the National Grid as a permitted activity. A rule in a district plan cannot be more lenient or
stringent than this activity status. In order to clarify the relationship between the district plan
and the NESETA, a note is sought within Section 17.3 to clarify the relationship between
the NESET and the district plan rules.

2. Reference to Controlled activities is sought to be removed as there are no controlled
activities within Chapter 17.

3. References to Chapters 9 and 10 are sought as these chapters are also of relevance when
considering Network Utilities.

Relief Sought: 

Resource Management Regulations – National Environmental Standards 

The operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation or removal of an electricity 
transmission line and ancillary structures that existed prior to 14 January 2010 is 
largely controlled by the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009, separate to 
this District Plan. 

For clarification, where there is conflict or perceived conflict between the 
provisions of this Plan and the requirements of the NES identified above, the 
provisions of the NES shall apply. 

Resource consent is not required for Permitted activities provided all relevant 
standards are met. Resource consent is required for all Controlled, Restricted 
Discretionary, Discretionary and Non-complying activities. 

Additional controls apply in relation to the following activities. Refer to the 
Chapters identified. 

• Coastal Zone – refer Chapter 9
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• Coastal Settlement Zone – refer Chapter 10

• Landscapes and Habitats – refer Chapter 13

• Heritage – refer Chapter 14

• Natural Hazards – refer Chapter 18

44. Submission Point

17.3.3 Activity Status 
Permitted Activities -  17.3.1.2 All Zones 
1. The construction and placement of up to and including 110kV lines on poles, provided that the
activity is located 50m or more from MHWS. 
2. Maintenance, minor upgrading and replacement of lines and network utilities. Minor
upgrading as defined in Chapter 19 is not required to comply with the Zone Standards. 
3. Network utilities that comply with the Zone Standards, provided that the activity is located 50m or
more from MHWS and unless specifically provided for below. 

Restricted Discretionary Activities -  17.3.3.2 All Zones 
1. Network utilities that do not meet one of the conditions for Permitted Activities except for the 50m
setback from MHWS. 

Discretionary Activities -  17.3.4.2 All Zones of the District 
1. The construction and placement of 110kV lines on pylons.
2. The construction and placement of lines at a voltage exceeding 110kV.
3. Any network utility that does not comply with two or more of the conditions for permitted activities
including the 50m setback from MHWS. 

Support 

The above identified rules and activity status are supported as they appropriately provide for network 
utilities. A minor correction is sought to Clause 1 within Rule 17.3.3.2.1 to refer to towers as opposed 
to pylons as Transpower no longer use the term plyons and instead refer to towers (or poles) which 
is a more readily understood term.  

Relief Sought: 

45. Submission Point

17.3.4.6 Assessment Criteria and Conditions 
Oppose  

While not opposed to the underlying intent, Transpower requests that the assessment criteria 
provided in 17.3.4.6 area be deleted as they duplicate those provided in 17.4.  

Relief Sought: 

46. Submission Point

17.4.1.4 Assessment Criteria for Restricted Discretionary Activities 
The Council restricts its discretion over the following matters: 
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4. The benefits to be derived from the network utility for the District.

Support 

Clause 4 is supported as it specifically refers to benefits. Such recognition gives effect to Policy 1 of 
the NPSET which provides that in achieving the purpose of the Act, decision makers must recognise 
and provide for the national, regional and local benefits of sustainable, secure and efficient electricity 
transmission.  

Relief Sought: 

47. Submission Point

17.5 Assessment Criteria for Discretionary Activities 
Support in part  

The assessment criteria provided in section 17.5 are supported as they cover a wide range of 
matters to be considered.  

In particular, clause 13. Functional Requirements, is supported as the matters of assessment reflect 
that provided in the NPSET.  

A minor amendment is sought to clause 8.(h) Visual, to include operational and economic constraints 
in considering the viability of undergrounding.  

Relief Sought: 

The viability, and operational and economic constraints of for undergrounding of 
the network utility, including undergrounding all, or part, of the utility. 

48. Submission Point

17.5 Zone Standards 
Support in part 

The provision of zone standards is supported but amendment is sought to clarify their application. 
Transpower notes that section 1.9.2 of the proposed plan provides that compliance with the 
underlying zone standards is not required, and that this guidance is contrary to that provided in 
section 17.5.  

The numbering of Section 17.5 also needs to be amended as this referencing is used in the previous 
section.  

Relief Sought: 

The following standards apply to network utilities, in addition to the Zone 
Standards. 

17.56.1 SITE REQUIREMENTS AND YARD STANDARDS FOR NETWORK 
UTILITIES 

17.56.1.1 All network utilities shall comply with the following Zone Standards 
except where: 

1. The network utility structure is located more than 10m from a residential
dwelling and, either: 
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(a) The network utility structure has a total floor area of 3m2 or less, and/or 

(b) The network utility structure does not require a building consent under the 
Building Act 1991. 

49. Submission Point

New Activity Rules Specific to the National Grid Yard 
While the proposed plan policies 17.2.3.3 and 17.2.3.4 provide reference to the National Grid and 
the need to manage activities within the National Grid Yard, the policies are not given effect through 
the rules.  

It is noted that the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity 
Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 (NESETA) applies to activities concerning existing 
electricity transmission lines. It sets out a framework of permitted activities and resource consent 
requirements for the operation, maintenance and upgrading of the transmission line but it does not 
address or manage other activities within proximity of the National Grid.  

On this basis, as with the approach for subdivision outlined in Transpower’s comments on Chapter 
15. Subdivision, Transpower seeks a clearly defined risk based approach (recognising the swing of
the conductors) whereby certain activities and structures within a specified distance of the National 
Grid (which is identified and defined in the proposed plan as the “National Grid Yard”) require 
consent as a non-complying activity.  

The reason for the provisions sought is that some activities are more appropriately sited in the 
National Grid yard than others. In terms of sought land use rules, Transpower seeks that buildings 
and structures underneath and within close proximity to the National Grid be treated as a non-
complying activity, with exemptions provided for: 

- fences, 

- network utilities, 

- existing sensitive activity structures which do not increase the height or footprint, and 

- non-intensive/uninhabitable farm or horticultural buildings and structures. 

Permitted standards relating to clearance distances between the proposed structure and the lowest 
point of the conductor (line) would be applied. 

New sensitive activities or additions to existing activities would be a non-complying activity, as would 
milking and dairy sheds and other intensive farm structures, and any structures which do not meet 
safe conductor (line) clearances (provided as a standard).  

A non-complying activity status is considered the most effective means of giving effect to the 
NPSET’s objective of managing the adverse effects of the network and managing the adverse 
effects of other activities on the network. In particular, a non-complying activity status: 

- More appropriately recognises and provides for the effective operation, maintenance, 
upgrading and development of the network, as required by NPSET Policy 2; 

- Is the best method to manage other activities to ensure the operation, maintenance, 
upgrading, and development of the network is not compromised, as required by Policy 10. 

- Recognises the policy directive within Policy 11 to identify an appropriate buffer corridor 
within which it can be expected that sensitive activities will generally not be provided for. 
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Earthwork restrictions are sought by Transpower because they have the potential to undermine 
transmission line structures, generate dust, reduce the clearances between the ground and 
conductors. They can also restrict future maintenance by reducing Transpower’s ability to access 
and locate the heavy machinery required to maintain support structures around the lines; this, in turn 
could lead to potential tower failure and impose significant constraints on the operation of the line. 
Transpower proposes that earthworks would be permitted that would:  

i. not exceed a depth of 300mm; and

ii. not result in a reduction in the ground to conductor clearance. If the earthworks do
not comply with i) but comply with ii) then these would be provided for as a restricted
discretionary activity. However, earthworks that would reduce the ground to
conductor clearance would be provided for as non-complying activities. Exemptions
are provided.

To accompany the above activity status and rules specific to earthworks, Transpower supports the 
provision of new assessment criteria relating to land use within the National Grid Yard. The provision 
of such criteria would provide useful assessment matters for consideration by applications and 
Council in considering applications, and provide a useful tool for determining the issues associated 
with subdivision within the National Grid Yard.  

The approach favoured by Transpower is for the National Grid Rules to be located within the Network 
Utilities chapter of a District Plan as it avoids duplication of the rule framework across the various 
applicable zone chapters. However, Transpower would alternatively support the inclusion of the 
rules within the Rural, Coastal, Coastal Settlement and Ohiwa Harbour Zones which presently 
contain the National Grid.  

Relief Sought: 

17.3.1.6 On any site within any  part of the  National Grid Yard  

On any site that is within the National Grid Yard, the following activities: 

1. For developed sites within the Coastal Settlement Zone that existed prior to
notification of the proposed District Plan,

(a) Any uninhabitable accessory building 

2. In all zones the following buildings and structures within the National Grid Yard
but located more than 12m from a National Grid support structure foundation
or stay wire:

(a) Fences less than 2.5m high 

(b) Alterations and additions to existing buildings for sensitive activities that 
do not involve an increase in the building envelope or floor space. 

(c) Uninhabitable farm buildings and structures for farming activities 
excluding milking sheds (accessory structures are permitted) and 
buildings and structures for intensive farming 

(d) Artificial crop protection structures and crop support structures, excluding 
commercial greenhouses and protective canopies. 

3. In all zones, the following activities within 12 metres of a National Grid support
structure foundation or stay wire:

(a) Network utilities within a transport corridor     

(b) Network Utilities that form part of electricity infrastructure shall connect to 
the National Grid Network utility  

(c) Fences no more than 2.5m in height and be more than 5m from the 
nearest National Grid support structure foundation 
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(d) Horticultural structures between 8m and 12m from a National Grid pole 
support structure that: 

i. Demonstrate compliance with New Zealand Electricity Code of
Practice for Electricity Safe Distances (NZECP 34:2001)

ii. Are less than 2.5m in height; and

iii. Are removable or temporary, to allow a clear working space 12m
from the pole when necessary for maintenance purposes; and

iv. Allow all weather access to the pole and a sufficient area for
maintenance equipment, including crane. OR

v. Artificial crop protection and crop support structures in
accordance with clause 2.4.1 of NZECP34:2001.

17.3.1.7 Earthworks on any site within any part of the National Grid Yard: 
1. Earthworks within a distance measured 12 metres from the outer visible edge

of any National Grid support structure shall not exceed a depth (measured
vertically) of 300mm; provided that the following are exempt from point (i)
above:

(a)   Earthworks for a Network Utility within a transport corridor, as part of a 
transmission activity, or for electricity infrastructure. 

(b)    Earthworks undertaken as part of agricultural or domestic cultivation 
(including ploughing), or repair, sealing or resealing of a road, footpath, 
driveway or farm track.  

(c)   Vertical holes not exceeding 500mm in diameter are exempt provided 
they: 

i. are more than 1.5 metres from the outer edge of pole support
structure or stay wire or

ii. are a post hole for a farm fence or artificial crop protection and
crop support structures and more than 5 metres from the visible 
outer edge of a tower support structure foundation 

2. Earthworks shall not result in a reduction in the ground to conductor clearance
distances of less than 6.5 metres (measured vertically) from a 50kV or 110kV
National Grid transmission line.

17.3.3.3 Earthworks within a National Grid Yard  
Earthworks within a National Grid Yard not meeting permitted activity condition 
17.3.1.7 (1).  

17.4.2 Earthworks within a National Grid Yard  
Earthworks within a National Grid Yard not meeting permitted activity condition 
17.3.1.7 (1).  

Council restricts its discretion to the following matters. 

1. Any risk to the structural integrity of the transmission line;
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2. Any effects on the ability of the transmission line owner to access, operate,
maintain and/or upgrade the National Grid;

3. The proximity of buildings and structures to electrical hazards;

4. Operational risks relating to health or public safety, and the risk of property
damage;

5. Amenity effects;

6. Any actual or potential reverse sensitivity effects;

7. Technical advice provided by the National Grid owner (Transpower); and

8. Any effects on National Grid support structures including the creation of an
unstable batter

17.3.5   NON COMPLYING ACTIVITIES  

The following activities are non-complying. 

The Council may grant or refuse resource consent for a non-complying activity. 
The following activity may be established after a land use consent has been 
granted by Council.  

17.3.5.1 Earthworks within a National Grid Yard  
Earthworks within a National Grid Yard not meeting permitted activity condition 
17.3.1.7 (2).  

17.3.5.2 Activities, buildings and structures within a National Grid Yard  

The following activities, buildings or structures within any part of the National Grid 
Yard on any site; 

1. Any new building for a sensitive activity or addition to an existing   building that
involves an increase in the building envelope or height for a sensitive activity.

2. A change of use from a non-sensitive to a sensitive activity or the
establishment of a new sensitive activity.

3. Any milking shed (excluding accessory structures and buildings), commercial
greenhouse, protective canopy1, or other building for an intensive farming
activity. 

4. Any activity, building or structure provided for under rule 17.3.1.6. that does
not comply with the permitted activity standard 17.5.5.

5. Any building or structure within the National Grid Yard that is not a permitted
activity under rule 17.3.1.6.

1 Protective canopy means a structure partly enclosed with impermeable material to provide protection to crops, but does not 
include artificial crop protection structures”. 
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17.5.5   Requirements for Buildings and Structures within any National Grid 
Yard    

All buildings and structures within a National Grid Yard shall: 

1. Provide a minimum vertical clearance distance of 10 metres below the lowest
point of the conductor associated with a National Grid transmission line shown
on the Planning Maps; or

2. Demonstrate compliance with Section 2 and 3 of NZECP34:2001.

Advice notes: 

Please contact Transpower or a suitably qualified engineer for assistance with 
clearance requirements in NZECP 34:2001. 

Compliance with the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for Electrical Safe 
Distances (NZCEP 34: 2001) is mandatory under the Electricity Act 1992. All 
activities regulated by NZECP34, including buildings, structures, earthworks and 
the operation of mobile plant, must comply with that regulation. Activities should be 
checked for compliance even if they are permitted by the District Plan. 

1. An activity, including buildings and artificial crop protection structures,
earthworks, quarrying and planting vegetation, within the National Grid
Corridor or National Grid Yard may require resource consent. Transpower
New Zealand limited will be considered to be an affected party where consent
is required. Where an activity requires resource consent solely because it is
within the National Grid Corridor public notification of the application is
precluded. However, limited notification will be given to Transpower unless the
written approval from Transpower is provided at the time the application is
lodged.

2. The  Electricity (Hazards from  Trees)  Regulations  2003  applies  to
vegetation planted within the National Grid Corridor or near sub-transmission
or distribution electricity lines and must be complied with. Vegetation to be
planted within the National Grid Yard as shown on the District Plan Maps
should be selected and/or managed to ensure that it will not result in that
vegetation breaching the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003 or
prevent access to support structures. To discuss works, including tree planting
near any electricity line especially works within the National Grid Yard, contact
the relevant network utility operator.

CHAPTER 18 - NATURAL HAZARDS  

50. Submission Point

New Rule 
As presently drafted, network utilities are also subject to the provisions within Chapter 18. 

While the National Grid is not currently located in the identified Hazards Areas, the activity status for 
the Maintenance, upgrade and replacement, or Minor Upgrading, of any network utility is unclear. A 
permitted activity status is supported given the assets already exist.  

Clarification would assist in plan interpretation and application.  

Relief Sought: 
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Any consequential amendments. 

51. Submission Point

Rule 18.3.3.1.2.(b) Any new Network Utility 
18.3.3.1 The Council may grant or refuse resource consent for a discretionary activity. The following 
activities may be established after Land Use Consent has been granted by Council. 
2. With the exception of buildings located within the Ōhiwa Spit Coastal Hazard Overlay Area
activities located within Areas Sensitive to Coastal Hazards (ASCH) as defined by the Operative 
Regional Coastal Environment Plan, that are: 
… (b) Any new network utility.

Support 

The discretionary activity status for a new network utility is supported, and is considered appropriate 
for the National Grid given its national significance. 

While Transpower would endeavour to avoid identified hazard areas, this outcome is not always 
practical given the technical and operational constraints associated with lines and support structures, 
particularly where a new line connects with an existing line. Transpower has statutory requirements 
under the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act 2002 to design, build and maintain its 
infrastructure to continue operating following natural hazard events as a lifeline utility. 

Relief Sought: 

Any consequential amendments. 

CHAPTER 19 - DEFINITIONS AND APPENDICES 

52. Submission Point

Definitions 
Support 

Transpower generally supports the definitions in the proposed plan and in particular the following 
definitions: 

• Maintenance, upgrading and replacement

• Minor upgrading

• National Grid

• Network Utility

• Reverse Sensitivity

The above definitions are supported as they are clear in their intent and consistent with definitions 
used in other district plans.  

Relief Sought:  



40 

53. Submission Point

Definition: National Grid Yard 
Support in part 

Transpower is supportive of the provision of definitions for National Grid Yard and National Grid 
Corridor as the provision of such definitions give effect to the NPSET in that they clearly articulate 
the framework in which to give effect to the NPSET.  

However, while generally supported, amendments are sought to these definitions to reflect the 
specific transmission line characteristics within the District, including an attached diagram to 
complement/illustrate the definitions.   

By way of summary, the National Grid yard applies to land use and the National Grid Corridor applies 
to subdivision.   

The 10-12m corridor width for land use (i.e. the National Grid Yard) for the Ōpōtiki District is 
calculated as the distance from the centreline between the support structures to the point where the 
conductor would swing under everyday conditions (noting that maintenance is not generally 
undertaken in high wind conditions). A 10m setback is applied for the 50kV line which is on poles, 
and a 12m setback is sought for the 110kV line on pi poles.  

Alternately, if Council wish to provide a universal 12m setback that would apply to the 110kV and 
50kV lines, such an approach would be supported by Transpower and an alternative definition is 
provided below.  

Relief Sought: 

Means any land located within: 

• 12m either side of the centreline of a 110kV National Gird Transmission line on pi
poles; or 

• 10m either side of the centreline of a 50kV National Gird Transmission line on
single poles; 

• within 12m in any direction from of the visible outer edge of any National Grid
Support Structure foundation. 

The National Gird Yard does not apply to underground cables or any transmission 
line (or sections of lines) that are designated by Transpower. The measurement of 
setback distances from National Grid lines shall be taken from the centre line of 
the transmission line and the outer edge of any support structure. The centre line 
at any point is a straight line between the centre points of the two support 
structures at each end of the span. 

Refer to Figure 1: Diagram to explain the definitions of National Grid Yard and 
National Grid Corridor 

Or 

Means any land located within: 

• 12m either side of the centreline of a National Gird Transmission line;

• within 12m in any direction from of the visible outer edge of any National Grid
Support Structure foundation. 

The National Gird Yard does not apply to underground cables or any transmission 
line (or sections of lines) that are designated by Transpower. The measurement of 
setback distances from National Grid lines shall be taken from the centre line of 
the transmission line and the outer edge of any support structure. The centre line 
at any point is a straight line between the centre points of the two support 
structures at each end of the span. 

Refer to Figure 1: Diagram to explain the definitions of National Grid Yard and 
National Grid Corridor 
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54. Submission Point

Definition: National Grid Corridor 
Support in part 

As with the definition of National Grid Yard, amendments are sought to the definition of National Grid 
Corridor to reflect the specific transmission line characteristics within the District. 

The proposed corridor width for subdivision (i.e. National Grid Corridor) within Ōpōtiki District is 
based on the distance from the centreline between the support structures to a point where the 
conductor would swing under possible high wind conditions (being 14-16m either side of the 
centreline). The difference in swing results from the height of the support structures, length of the 
span, type of conductor (line), capacity of the conductor (and resulting heat and weight). The 32 and 
37m setbacks are not relevant to Ōpōtiki as there are no towers or 220kV lines in the district.  

Transpower would also support a change in the definition name to “National Grid Subdivision 
Corridor”.  

Relief Sought: 

National Grid Subdivision Corridor 

Means the area measured either side of the centreline of above ground National 
Grid transmission lines as follows: 

- 14 metres for 50 kV transmission lines on single poles 

- 16 metres for 110 kV transmission lines on pi poles 

- 32 metres 110 kV transmission lines on towers 

- 37 metres for 220 kV transmission lines 

Note: the National Grid Subdivision Corridor does not apply to underground cables 
or any transmission lines (or sections of lines) that are designated by Transpower. 
The measurement of setback distances from National Grid lines shall be taken 
from the centre line of the transmission line and the outer edge of any support 
structure. The centre line at any point is a straight line between the centre points of 
the two support structures at each end of the span. 

Refer to Figure 1: Diagram to explain the definitions of National Grid Yard and 
National Grid Subdivision Corridor. Note: there are only Pi Pole and Single Poles 
within Ōpōtiki district.  

55. Submission Point
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Definition: Regionally Significant Infrastructure 
Support in part 

The definition is largely supported. However, amendment is sought to clause 5 to clarify that the 
National Grid includes associated infrastructure in addition to lines, and the assets are best 
encapsulated by the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008.  The Electricity 
Governance Regulations 2003 have since been revoked.  

Relief Sought: 

5. The Nnational electricity Ggrid, as defined by the Electricity Governance Rules
2003  National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008.  

56. Submission Point

Definition: Replacement of Network Utility Structure 
Replacement of Network Utility Structures 
Means the replacement of any network utility support structure or component part where the 
replacement occurs in the same or similar location and is of the same or similar scale, intensity and 
character. 

Oppose 

Transpower notes that as the term is not specifically applied anywhere in the plan an associated 
definition is considered unnecessary.  

Relief Sought: 

57. Submission Point

Definition: Sensitive Activities 
Support in part 

The inclusion of a definition of sensitive activities is supported. However, the term used in the 
proposed plan is wider than that typically sought and applied to the National Grid in respect of 
reverse sensitivity effects. As such, Transpower would support an amendment to remove reference 
to entertainment facilities as well as a tightening up of the definition to make it clear what activities 
are included. In particular, Transpower considers that tightening the definition would enable better 
effect to be given to the rule specific to third party activities within the National Grid sought in 
submission point 49.    

 It is noted the term is used in Issue 8.1.8 (Marine zone), Policy 8.2.1.5 (Rural Zone), and Policy 
17.2.3.4 (Network Utilities).   

Relief Sought: 

Sensitive Activities 

Means activities which suffer adverse effects typically associated with some lawful 
activities. Activities considered to be sensitive include but are not limited to 
residential activities, visitor accommodation, entertainment facilities, any childhood 
education centre, healthcare facilities and community facilities. 

 Or 

Include a new definition for sensitive activities specific to the National Grid as 
amended above, and retain the generic term that would then be used in context of 
Issue 8.1.8.  
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58. Submission Point

Appendix 2 – Designations 
Support  

The identification of designations D1 and D2 is supported as these are existing designations that 
are appropriately rolled over in the new plan.  

Relief Sought: 

PLANNING MAPS 

59. Submission Point

Planning Maps legend 
Support in part 

The planning maps refer to “Coastal Residential” zone whereas the planning maps refer to “Coastal 
Residential”. The inconsistency may be confusing to plan users.  

Relief Sought: 

60. Submission Point

Planning Maps 
Support in part 

Policy 11 of the NPSET relates to the identification of an appropriate buffer corridor, and Policy 12 
requires territorial authorities to identify the National Grid on their relevant planning maps whether 
or not the network is designated. The identification of the National Grid transmission lines within the 
District Plan is supported as the lines are of importance to the continued operation of the National 
Grid. However, a name change is sought to provide clarity that the line only relates to the National 
Grid. This amendment would ensure there is a clear correlation with the definition of National Gird 
Yard and Corridor.  

An amendment is sought to Map 8 (with a consequential amendment to the other map legends) to 
remove the Transmission Line Buffer (32m) and only show the Transmission Line.   

Relief Sought: 

National Grid Transmission Line 

CONCLUSIONS 
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The National Grid is recognised as a nationally significant physical resource.  Having reviewed the 
proposed Ōpōtiki District Plan, Transpower has set out in this submission a number of amendments to 
ensure that the NPSET is given effect to, appropriate recognition is given to the provisions of the 
NESETA and, as a result of this, appropriate provision is made in the plan for the ongoing operation, 
maintenance, upgrading and development of the network.  

Transpower would welcome the opportunity to meet with Council to discuss the above submission 
points.  

DATED 18 November 2016 

Signature for and on behalf of 
Transpower New Zealand Limited: 

Pauline Whitney  
Senior Planner 
Address for Service:    Boffa Miskell Limited 

Po Box 11 340 
Level 4, Huddart Parker Building 
1 Post Office Square 
WELLINGTON 6142 
Attn: Pauline Whitney 

Tel: 04 901 4290 
Email: pauline.whitney@boffamiskell.co.nz 
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Attachment A: Ōpōtiki District National Grid Transmission Assets 
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Attachment B: Substation Buffer Area  - Waiotahi Substation 
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Attachment B: Substation Buffer Area - Te Kaha Substation 
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