
Whakatōhea 
Commercial Harvest
In October, we shared Whakatōhea’s great news on Facebook – their 
first commercial harvest of mussels was hitting the shelves all around 
the North Island.
We got a spectacular response on Facebook from excited locals and jealous family members 
overseas. Tens of thousands of people saw the post and hundreds posted their comments. 
The support for Whakatōhea’s mahi was overwhelming. 
Council is working hard on the sister project to Whakatōhea’s aquaculture 
industry – the Harbour redevelopment. When we have a year-round 
navigable harbour entrance, these delicious local mussels can 
be processed right here in Ōpōtiki.  

Last year will be 
remembered 
for many things. 
Council was as 
busy as I can 
remember, with 
many projects 
big and small on 
the go. We are 
working hard to 
get all our ducks in a row so that central 
government can give the go-ahead 
on funding for the Harbour entrance. 
Works on the sewer upgrade continue. 
We have made great progress in 
raising funds and the profile of work 
towards Te Tāhuhu o Te Rangi. The 
current library use is growing in leaps 
and bounds as the district embraces 
it as an essential public space. New 
bridges, park upgrades, garden care, 
local government elections, new 
central government programmes for 
driver licencing and dog de-sexing, 
incredible events that any town or city 
in the country would be proud to host 
(and many still carrying on throughout 
summer). We also lost a very dear 
friend and colleague, Dale Ashford-
Hill. We still feel her loss keenly.  
I am eagerly anticipating 2017 and all 
the challenges it will bring. Our surveys 
show that we have a district that is 
firmly behind the work we are doing. 
So, here at Council, we will continue to 
do the very best for our communities.
Enjoy the summer; keep safe and 
healthy this holiday season. Happy 
New Year! 

Merry Christmas 
from the Mayor

What’s On
9-27 January
Kids Fest 2017 at 
the library. 10am 
each day for fun 
free and fantastic 
activities. 

20-22 January
Island View Ukelele 
Festival. 
20th Ukes on the Beach
21st Ukes on the Street
22nd Ukelele Concert
at Deluxe Theatre

21 January
Ngāi Tai Arts 
Symposium.

29 January
Ōpōtiki Lantern 
Festival. 

29 January
Ōpōtiki BBB 
Dunes Trail Bike 
Ride.

19 January
Ōpōtiki New 
World Movies 
Under the Stars. 
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Food on 
Facebook
It is the time of year when there is a spike 
in the number of people selling food on 
Facebook and other social media sites. So, 
it is a timely reminder that food safety laws 
exist for a reason.

People have a right to know that the food they 
are buying is safe to eat. Food-borne illnesses 
can make people seriously unwell and the 
law is there to protect people’s health. The 
bugs and germs don’t discriminate between 
small and large businesses, so the rules can’t 
either. 

People can still set up a small business and 
sell food from home. But you need to get in 
touch with Council to ensure that you are 
registered and have a written plan for food 
safety. 

It’s worth noting that food prepared for 
fundraising purposes (for charities or clubs 
etc) still needs to be safe, but you don’t need 
to register with council or have a food safety 
plan - as long as you’re not selling food more 
than 20 times a year. 

A beautiful evening for Ōpōtiki New World Movies Under the Stars 

Frantic Family Fun at the Ōpōtiki New World Beach Dig
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In Brief
The first dog was neutered under a central 
government programme to reduce the risks 
from dangerous dogs in the District. Ōpōtiki 
and Rotorua are the first areas to roll out the 
$850,000 programme, which aims to de-sex 
known dangerous or menacing dogs. It will 
reduce the number of litters and improve the 
behaviour of existing dogs. 

Ōpōtiki’s Proposed District Plan was released 
for public comment in September and we 
received 60 submissions on a wide range 
of topics by the November closing date. We 
are now summarising those submissions 
and the summary will be publically notified 
shortly. The district plan process will then 
take us through further submissions and 
the summarising those submissions. It will 
then proceed to hearings, decisions and any 
appeals before the new District Plan can be 
formally adopted. 

Council made a decision to invest in the 
internet solutions company Evolution 
Networks in the last part of 2016. That 
decision will bring multiple benefits for the 
Ōpōtiki District through improved access to 
high speed internet. Having an investment of 
this type will also reduce Council’s reliance 
on rates as the sole source of revenue. You 
can read more about the decision at www.
odc.govt.nz.

In other exciting news from Central 
Government, Ōpōtiki has received funding 
to run a driver licencing programme to 
help more teens and young adults gain 
their restricted licence. The programme is 
aimed at the Ōpōtiki district so that young 
people can take advantage of employment 
opportunities in the region due to the growth 
in aquaculture and associated industries. 

The popular Ōpōtiki New World O-mazing Race

January 2017



Pakihi Bridge

Real Ōpōtiki Roadshow 
The Real Ōpōtiki has been travelling the country showing off the best of 
Ōpōtiki art and artists to the country, selling artwork and raising money 
for Te Tāhuhu o Te Rangi. Following the success of the Auckland exhibition 
at Toi Tu Studio One on Ponsonby Road, we were invited to Tauranga to 
display in Goddard’s Arcade. The Real Ōpōtiki came home briefly to fill a 
shop in Ōpōtiki township for a few weeks over Christmas, but we are on 
the road again to exhibit in Bowen House in Wellington next month. 
Bowen House is a beautiful location in the heart of Wellington and we 
are very proud to have our art on display in such a well-known building. 

The naturally shifting sands at Ōhiwa have meant that, in 
recent years, it has been incredibly easy for those collecting 
pipi at low tide to drive a 4WD off the road and onto the 
beach. But, just because it is possible doesn’t mean it should 
be done. It is a breach of Council’s bylaws and is damaging 
our precious shorebirds’ nesting habitat. And it’s not just 
Ōhiwa - it is true up and down 
the coast. Please take care of our 
precious resources so that future 
generations can enjoy them as we 
do. 
You can also call 0800 POACHER if 
you think people are taking more 
than their daily limits (for pipi it 
is 150 per person per day) and 
photos of registration numbers 
can help. 

It has been great fun watching the replacement Pakihi Bridge take shape on 
our Facebook page. The new bridge crosses Te Waiti Stream, 15km south 
of Ōpōtiki and we have been posting frequent photos of progress. Weather 
permitting, the new bridge should be completed by April. 

Protecting our Taonga
January 2017
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