Our Ref:	A1278718 

23 December 2024


TO THE RESIDENTS OF WAIOTAHE DRIFTS AND DUNES


BEACH ACCESS
Council is working closely with partner organisations to find a sustainable solution to beach access for residents and visitors at Waiotahe Drifts and Dunes. The solution must keep our construction areas safe and allow our precious dunes and plants an opportunity to establish and recover.

We want to provide a short update in the lead up to this busier holiday period. This is particularly important to ensure the use of quad bikes and other vehicles is safe and not causing a nuisance around the subdivisions. 

Harbour construction update:
· Harbour construction work continues with more than 60,000m3 of material to be removed from the new channel and into the area around the former river mouth. 
· The former river mouth area is now part of the largest dune restoration project in the country with more than ten hectares of dunes reformed, re-planted, and pest control measures put in place. 

These two factors together mean that vehicle access is completely prohibited from the sheetpile and wire barrier in front of the Dunes out to the western seawall. Pedestrians are welcome to walk from the new accessway, along the beach to the new seawall. However, walkers and any dogs should stay on the beach area and not cross into the fenced-off dunes. 

Next steps for harbour project:
· Construction dredging is expected to be complete in the first quarter of 2025. The large sheetpile and chain barrier will stay up on the beach in front of the Dunes subdivision. Once construction works are complete, extra parking and formal vehicle access will be possible all the way out to the western walls and estuary via the existing construction access track.

What this means for vehicle access to the beach from Waiotahe Drifts / Dunes:
· A new vehicle and pedestrian access point is being established and can be accessed from the unformed legal road between 69 and 71 Waiotahe Drifts Boulevard. When vehicles reach the beach, they must not turn right (east) past the sheetpile and wire barrier. They must turn left and head west along the beach in the direction of the Surf Lifesaving club. This is illustrated in the aerial views overleaf. 
· Once constructed, this will be the only legal vehicle beach access in the subdivisions. Other informal beach access areas, including the boardwalk, must be kept vehicle free and bollards will be reinstated over the summer months.
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· Other beach rules apply – no driving on dunes, speed limit is 15kph but vehicles MUST give way to all people and animals on the beach. No dangerous or nuisance driving. Read more on the council website www.odc.govt.nz/beaches 


We are sure that this new solution will provide a way forward for all residents, with a balance between beach access for quad-bike owners, the safe use of pedestrian areas, and dune and plant care. We’ll keep an eye on the situation over the busy summer months and consider the need for any additional bollards or other treatments to limit vehicle access in the New Year.

On behalf of council staff, we wish you a safe and relaxing holiday season.

Kind regards
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Nathan Hughes 
SERVICE DELIVERY GROUP MANAGER
Ōpōtiki District Council
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